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Report on a two-day visit, 1*2 May) 



The purpose of the visit Lo Dachau was to obtain documentary and 
photographic jaaterial directly alter liberation for a nation picture on 
German atrocities to shown in Germany, The material presented here, 
fathered h\ the disordered conditions of the second and third days of 
liberation, should therefore bp read only as a preliitilnnry report, 

2, DACHAU'S SIZE AMD PLi'iM'l' 

The Dachau penal and correctional institution consists of a main caqp 
(STAl*iliLAGER) surrounded by several subsidiary or work camps (UI^TEiiLAGEh) , 
all situated on land oivned or leased by the SS* Tli^ central Dachau 
corapouno, about ten acres in sise, encloses sosnc twtnty-five semi- 
permanent prisoner barracks buildings, a permanent ■block of prison ct^is, 
an isolated barracks (known as the EHREKBUJJKEit) for special political 
prisoners receiving preferential treatment, kitchens, warehouses, 
guard rooms, special roumtr Lifted for corporal punishments, torturer, r .*nd 
radical experiment a on prisoners, and a three—acre yard. In a social 
stockade outside the compound proper are the crematory, gaa cluuaber, 
told Haxwiog konntla p A complex of SS and Yfaffen-SS administration 
buildings and warehouses abutte on the camp* 

^ V _NUL^ X J, iJ.1t TYPES OF Ij lHATBS 

At the time of liberation, about 65*000 prisoners were being carried 
on the Dacliau roll, of whom 32,000 were Loused in the nairi compound. 
Although the Ingest Pln^e national representation was Polish, men from 
every European state were present, including 5,660 Gerr;*ans, Highly 
conflicting statements on the ratio of criminal to political prisoners 
were obtained; a United States officer assigned to the Carip Review 
Board expl^in-id that numerous non-Gerto&n convicted cr i Fin als, on having 
refused the invitation to join the Yfehnaacht had been transferred to the 
status of political prisoners* At the other end of the scale, among the 
inmates interviewed on 1 m$ 2 IJay were several Canarirlnn para troop 
officers,, a Czech newspaper and rootion-picturo editor (Paul HU5AREK), 
the former Bex'lin correspondent of the Havas Agency (1LHAV0UX), a German 
Communist organiser who hnd fipetfit twelve years at Dachau (Ckjorge REHER), 
an Austrian aristocrat (Count LGDiiGN)* ^ Albanian Cabinet member 
(All KUCI), the foroer Polish Consul General in Munich (GTtABXNSKY) and a 
British H^val Officer (Lieut. Comdr. Patrick OKu^)* Jh« French 
General DJ5LFSTRAIKT, also an inmate, had reportedly been executed two 
days before Dachau' a liberation. A group of espec iall y well-knom* 
prisoners, including Hexrtin MI" 2 'JELIEE, formerly parted in & special 
barracks, bad been rc-roved lite in April to the caiap at Innsbruck* About 
450 women were at Dachau, also quartered apart, hsm$ these was stated 
to be the widow of Field Marshal von WITZLEEEtf. 

L> living airbiTioiTs 

It was stated th^t the Dachau mailt compound, now holding 32jGOQ 
prisoners, had been designee to house a jiKodjiiim of 10,000, Overcrowding 
had been a^ravated during April by the arrival oi some 15,OOC evacuees 
froiu this Buchenwald, Auschwitz, ;md Kauferlna camps* The bread ration 
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Cuvisarly consisting of 1/hlh and Liter of 1/5 th of r. loaf of black 
brtnd per rvm per day, had been reduced during this period to l/£th 
of a loaf- Houairg £&ciliti*fi at D&chau are as fallowe : each barracks 
building ia subdivided into four unit J, each of which consists of a 
bunk hall about 50 ftet squar. , j.* BB hall about half as largt, a 
washroom, and a latrine* Iji I}ac:^u r s uarl^ period, it is stated, these 
units accojiuo dated about 10C each* As observed on 1 May, how&ver, 
the units wcr* housing 300 to 400 titan eaciu Sleeping accoiJiiodation wat* 
provided in threa-tiered bunks about six feet wide, each sleeping from 
three to Cfapa tnd six man to a tier, and with less than two feet of 
head roo^i above the Lop tier. Tha variations in tensity of population 
reflected a distinction between the "upper-class barrfceka 1 ' (NQQLSJ 
BAIUtACKRtO whicii housed eoiDBVihc.t nio<re i'avorud prisons re, and the run 
of cojnrcon barrack* for the bobs. Even in t', • HUBLEN iWiRACmi, however, 
sanitary facilitiss speared bo I. hopelessly overtaxed* In the 
^aust^lnfflsti-d poorer barracks, prisonem were gbserwo eating their 
tteal in the & bunch of latrintfw In on- of the^e units alone, j.nore 
than a hundred bed-*rld<Jeu cases were observed, the chief ticknesees 
bein£ spotted Lyphue # dy suiter;/, and diarrhoea tths latter he in£ classed 
by the iiv'flutsc tll a fatal di&.-rjao., in view of the impossibility of 
obtaining diet changes)- Corpses uerfe found In tne bunks and before the 
barracks door, 

5. MEDICAL CARE 

A special barracks - uot, however, isolated froia tho others - had 
be^i reserved as an LJinuary ( KRJU-I-KEHBEVIEA) . Several prisoners stated 
that for lone periods the Infirmary had been without the services of a 
doctor, and had relied on raadical order 11m alone* This circumstance, 
to which was adducJ thu fear of being turned ovap by the ordurlits to 
the Medical expGz&^^Lil station for guinea-pig purposes, apptars to 
hare dissuaded jnanv prisoners froiA answerine sick- call i A prisoner in 
charge of thu Bachau muster role imported that on 1 liav, 3,900 prisoners 
were being carried on ths infirmary list* According to estimates' made 
by Aaprioan medical of fleers on the sajiis date, however, a total of 
6^500 Dachau inaLtes wers bed-ridden. Although tho German authorities 
had isarJe aii attempt to isolate several of the regular barracks for 
typhus cases, typhus- was by no moons restricted to these * As an 
•txctption to the general atdical picture* prisoners adaiLted that the 
German authorities had carried on an affective de-lousing canjpaign 
during the last months by weans of a nev;ly invented ultra- she rtw^vu 
process* 

b. jl-UTxH RATS AltD ulSjrCSrJb OF. Tjr '.. IjL^b 

The follo>?in^ figures on deaths our! 'i£ r^ctint lajnUis ustire obtained 
froiti prison records : 



t'ris oners stated tnat tliest^ figure a aid not include certiiin ■ cut ions 
and 11 die appearance s ,r . The prcvaloat r^LiiOL: of disposal was to refaovc 
all clothes frora the body and, after attaching an identification tag to 
its foot, to cart it to the cr&jKatory. At times when the f.jur furnace a 
of tut cru.T.atv-r., ~u:v-- "v rL->,ed, or when coal ms short, bodies were 
dufciped in a pit in the back of the camp. Tiie clotl^^ wert: Lurncd owr 
tc the local agency of thu DSUTSClQi TSXTIL- tUlD EttJKl^XDOWtBfSE^RJCS, 
O*J0#b.H., a private corporation whose stockholders w^re SS officials, 
which reclaimed and repaired the gattaents (with fchfi ns& of unpaid 
p^jjpon labor), and then ro-oold then to tha consp clothing depot for the 
use of oth'^r prisoners. 
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7 . F ^IS i pSNTS AW. HOBCi: TlO f-15 

Routine punishments, as reported by prisoners "who had undergone 
them, were : for having loaned on one's shovel while* at work in the 
quarry j one hour's suspension t# the* hm&B from a rlsjg attached to the 
wall; fur bavin* smoked a cigarette during work hours 9 twemty-five 
J.. 1 -. ■ '. U: whippLe p..;-. , A . c:j v-j. , .i.i . ! .. ; -l . v -. . .erU.d by several 
witnesses, was that of nak±n* tht totiro camp population stand at 
attention in the yard cell night long, ir- expiation for the escape of a 
prisons* The Tir.it of th&se NACilTSTEI, during which prisoners wera 
forbidden to wear caps, coats, or ^lovus^ took place during the cold and 
rainy night of 23 January 193% on tha order of the 5chutBhaftlage.iv 
fuehrer, 33 OberaLuriiuTuehrer [B&FFUAN, An unusual f^ra of torture was 
that of ordering a prisoner to climb to the: top of a trec^ and then 
ordering a second prisoner to chop thts tret down* The use of dogs to 
attack naked men who had be :n trussed up in the crematory yard appears 
to have been frequent* A gas cibaxA^r with sixteen nozzles b ,rved for 
executions. Prisoners repurted (without /jiving details) that in the 
period from early 1942 to early !9Ai, anywhere from 200 to 300 Russian 
jjtiiitary and political prisoners had been shot each dc^y, ane. that their 
bones had bean used to pave streets. They also reported that during tae 
week before the arrival of African troops , executions by shooting 
numbered .^bout 3^J p*£ clay* 



8, DACHAU AS A PROFIT-MAKING rSTITUTlOfl 



The cost to the SS of maintaining a prisoner at Dachau (including 
food, clotldngj and mortis a Li on) was stated to be RM I//0 per day. All 
prisoners other thun the bed-ridden and those needed for essential camp 
cervices Were put to work on projects that brought In to the gttflf) 
ad-iinistration an income well in excess of its outlsy. Receipts for 
bhfi labor of convict engineer©, carp-a:Uiv , clerical workers, etc., who 
had been farmed out under ^jard to iuauufactururs In Munich and Dachau 
ranged from Fell h to 6 per man per day. Other prisoners Were put to 
work In this SS-owned quarry at l ! ebcrlln£en. About l^DQ prisoners were 
k^pt working at DIE FLAOTAGft, a larg^ form near Dachau specialising 
in medicinal herb*. Ownership of the farm was vested by the SS in a 
private corporation ai^n** whos.. chief stockholders reportedly were 
General d«r Waffen-oS FOHL and Hauptstur fuehrer VOIGT. The work of 
jvcl;iijuiri L ; Urn clothes of dead prisoners for the account of the DEUTSCHE 
TEXTIL- UUD Iii&KlJ , iIDtING3 r :£SRKE was shared by Dachau prisoners with those at 
Ur .niviiburr and the worsen 1 s eo&p tit Ravcnsbrueck, Between sixteen and 
twenty Dachau woman prisoners were employed as prostitutes inside the 
camp (tbeir eetkblishrant being visited only., prisoners stated, by 
criminal and "asocial * ulanuintajj and it is believed that the SS deducted 
a share of their earnings. 

Aelr.iij list rat ion of Dachau and its subsidiary crimps fell under ths 
authority of the Inspector of Death' s ilead Unite of the S3, LSrinagewent 
\/as vested in a Cwp Cojk indent aided by an immediate staff of 32, a 
subordinate staff of 212, and about J t y>0 gmrds, utatronSj trusties, etc* 
the la^t Ca;p CoavULndant was SS St.nrmbannfuehrer VffilTER (who was captured 
by troops of the American 45th Division)* His executive officer inside 
the? stockade was the Cajop Lender, RtPFERT. Other officials named by 
prisoners m& SS Oborseljiirf uuhrer BOKLrAHTZ, head of the crematory and 
chief executioner; SS Oberecharfuehwr BIOllEERGER, an administration 
officer wbo wais preE-nL at e>:.,uii.ticns; tiftd S3 Oberscharf uclirer BACH, who 
in spite of liis low rani: was the caim^s Chief Investigator ( VLRllEHltUtlGS- 
FUE:-iHZ3i), and as such vac reported to be responsible only to the SS 
Central Office* Internal supervision of cai^p discipline and l«ibor was 
placed in the hands ^f trusties (ftjiRb) Selected by the SS officials 
TriM -uion;: the prisoners. The men chosen We-re generally crlr-iinalu or 
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such political prisoners as could be lured by the prospects of favored 
treatment or potter into turning against their fellows. No evidenca 
obtained at Dachau suggested that faocibers of any particular politic"! 
f?wp or party were predominant in KAPO ranks . The Met powerful and 
hated trusties during the final period of the camp were 1KRNIC£E t a 
veteran SA taan (bcliev^J to hold Party badge # 202) who had been 
convicted of prof itaeriu and whose post was that of UCSERPOLIZEI-KAPOj 
and the Senior Prisoner (LA(23WEL'fES , EE} l an Arranian named AffiNSARlAN * 

10- THE FIKAL 1XEEKS AT DACHA n 

Prisoners state that in raid- April the S3 Central Office decided that 
the Camp Commandant, ^TER, had "gone too far" in hie methods, and 
ordered a reorganisation. The SS Bifih Court (OBEiBTCEEFtlCHT) came to 
Dachau to investigate and at the sa*e time to seek to exonerate the 
Central Office frora whao fctd happened there. Ita decision was to remove 
the camp leader, ftUPPJERT, and to arrest the trio of BACH, TD5RHICKE, and 
MENSARIaN, who had boated and terrorized the compound, The Inspector- 
Ocneral of all concentration camps, WEISS (hi/aself a former comnandant 
of Dacnau) ime sent down to oversee WTMU VII5ISS had barely started 
on this work, however, when on 2k April he was ordered to emcuatfl all 
concentration ca^ps and, it is slated, "to see to it that none of the 
prisoners arrived at their destination". Preparations for the evacua- 
tion of Dachau began that same ni^ht, TNcnty-one hundred Jewish 
prisoners wer* given a quarter of a 2m£ of bread apiece and placed in 
railroad cars for shipment Bouthwarti , For three djnya the train waited 
in the yard for a locomotive. During that period, prisoners state, 
300 of the evacuees died. 

On ths evening of the 26th, about 5,000 sore prisoners were evacuated 
froia Dachau, carrying four days' bread rations and sorae cheese. 
Meanwhile, Dachau was it^lf the scene of an influx of prison -.rs from 
camps Lo the north. Of a calmtn i+80 strong which had left Auschwitz on 
24 April, on foot and wearing thin clothing, 120 survivors arrived. On 
33 April, 1,600 survivors of a convoy of 2,2+00 prisoners from Buchenwald 
reached caiup; more than ICO of these died within the next twenty-four 
hours. On 2fi April a mixed train of passenger and freight cars arrived 
after a elm trip from the caap at Kaufering, and hundreds of bodies 
were found amon* the living, (This is the £mm "deatn train" which was 
found standing on a aiding beside a public thoroughfare in Dachau, still 
litUred with corpses, when American troopa arrived). 

On 2? April, rmaors spread through the camp Uiat other prisoner convoys 
which had started out from Buchenwald had been exterminated entirely 
m route, iflien General Assembly was sounded on that day, therefor^, many 
prisoners wt,nt into hiding or played eick* A round-up of the camp was 
ur-J-^rtd, but the SS guards needed for the carrying out of this order 
tvere just then absent from the camp, standing by to j.ieet a possible 
toea^okn pa.*atroop attack for which they had been alerted. Prisoners 
state that this paratroop alarm had been spread by their own underground 
confederates operating in the countryside around the camp, in order to 
distract and confuse the guards. It is alao stated that a band of 
pri^onera - most of then veterans of the Spanish International Brigade - 
broke out of the compound anu oxchartftd . ire with the SB guards, as a 
result of which three of their own number were killed. Since the guards 
and panic!^ trusties were unequal to the situation inside the camp, 
evacuation waa put off another ^ay* 

Next Mrningi YffiISS disappeared. RUFFERT and BACH, now out of arrest, 
took over control of the compound, and prisoners feared that they night 
order a general massacre. That afternoon, huwever, RUFPERT aj.d BACH ' 
fled, along with the administrative and coixiissary officials, leaving 
behind only an outside puard Of 200 SS men. This guard did not venture 
into the compound, and organized prison life at Dachau thus cnmti to an 
end. 
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Sb*% on 23 April each aa tibial sr.-a; of prisoners had mot to 
^Lect iv :prestntnfcivc^ t IbfceW evenly these t*n, ^raized as the 
MmttMtft CcuuittJ*, fc^k ovsr the internal cKWjnent of the c/ttip. 
?3m chiu true tics, HBHHICXB and KtMMBSKj were placed unto auawl. "silica 
u ' c : l "I 1 "'■ " ' ■ ' <• ■ '- mi 1, '.v'lll ;.i . , r ti ,..- c .- . . 

i-^raols opened and t:..ir c ,nUnta eivided through, ut the eoflp, 

During 29 April the prisoners were left quite to bheiuelvtts, save 
for one att^t by several hysteric-XL? shouting SS fan® on uotorcycle* to 
namedfl them tafcp the cl, xtric^y-ciKj^d stockade v/iras, At 1730 hours, 
Huerxcoii teMt reached the c&np satos, ud tfaa SS eunrua surrendered 
gHWff r. fight. About lurty 0* th^u were shut out ctf hand or killed tor 
the prisoners, ;ind with the;; **eri HKRBICKE -^u jE^At^-I. 

U» DACHA U'S PUCE ALIGNG CQL^itJTi^Tiqij CMPS 

Prisoners who had had experience of other cc&p* in Cteitiany ws* 
unonij^us ir. eteM*S that conditio at Dachau were generally superior* 
Several dlvaAjd Gen any ca^ps into throe classes fc first and best 
ca^ps like- pachauj second, %ord~labor» canpg life Ohrdruf M d 
Ufc bwlingfcnj tltLrd r-nti %m$ $ "death caupa" { VEI^ICilTUhCJfiL'.GEn) like 
i^uthausen, Bia gftefegftft £©ap of mmg ptizmm wig that they raipJit be 
tyeotfeaprod to liauthausen; of 1,6G0 Dachau WUc who had baft thus 
tr^eferrud in tb« fall of 193 V, it stated that V00 died fc«fwe the 
J- I -I 'Vj . ■ - . f -ri:^;* 



WILLIAM mStM HALE, 
pttiy to Assistant CLU-f of Division 
ft Directives £ Current Propaganda 



